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Good Shepherd celebrates World Communion Sunday on October 3 at 11:00 a.m. On this
Sunday, we imagine all the tables of the world dressed with breads and cloths that depict the
heritage of Christians world-wide. We join as one family of faith, mindful of the many ways
worship takes place across countries, climates, creatures, and creeds.
We are grateful that children in our pre-school took up the theme, along with us, and colored
pictures of children from around the world. Although we are still using prepared packets of
Communion elements, we can still appreciate some of the breads and variety of presentations of them on our Communion table.
Another thought comes to mind on this particular
Sunday concerning “Who is my neighbor?” Who is
my neighbor for whom I am willing to go out on a
limb, to suffer, or even to die for? With whom will I
dare to laugh, to listen for God, or learn to love? Are
you my neighbor? Would you loan me a loaf of
bread at midnight? Would you dig through the rubble of a 9/11, a tsunami, or a Katrina to look for me?
Would you wade through waist high grass looking
for my lost child? Some did, but would you? We live
in times when we need a loving neighbor, and this
Sunday reminds us that, with God’s help, we
can be the good neighbor others depend
upon.
Come 10-15 minutes early on October 3
and experience some global music as
we welcome Rev. Jack Carlson to our
pulpit.
Good Shepherd Worship
Committee Members
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One of my most enduring takeaways from seminary was a deeper
understanding of Old Testament history and how that history influenced and
was influenced by scripture. This is called using the “historical critical method”
to interpret scriptures. Reading the Bible as history has its detractors. They say that reading scriptures as an historical document belittles the spiritual impact of God’s word. While
this can be true, it had the opposite effect on me. Knowing what was going on culturally
and politically when various parts of the Old Testament were written, solidified my faith in
God, particularly in God’s ability and willingness to speak to, and otherwise engage, the
faithful in their specific circumstances.
In other words, scripture passages written during the time of the divided kingdoms
of Israel: "to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah
6:8), or during the Exile in Babylon: “Comfort, comfort you my people.” (Isaiah 40:1),
brought God’s will and God’s grace to the people living through those experiences in
ways that were valid through the lens of their reality at that time. We Christians today can
experience God in those same scriptures through our lens of Jesus Christ as well as our
own experiences.
So, in the coming months, in the Yarn, in worship, and in study sessions, I plan to
present an ongoing study of the history the people of the Bible, as described in the Bible
and in other contemporaneous materials. We will be looking at things like architecture,
cultural epics, Babylonian court documents, the Dead Sea Scrolls, historical biblical translations, and the evidence within the scriptures themselves.
Every time I engage in a study like this, I gain even more insight from my study
partners. My hope is that this journey of discovery will strengthen everyone’s faith, and
give us all new shoes for our continuing journey of faith. I want Good Shepherdites to be
the best informed Presbyterians possible, and thus have the strongest possible faith to
guide us.
To paraphrase the traveling philosopher Rick Steves, “Keep on studying!”
Here’s a start: Which book of the Old Testament was (probably) written before any
other books in the Bible?
PEACE, Pastor Kerry

THE GOOD SHEPHERD FACEBOOK PAGE:
https://www.facebook.com/GoodShepherdPC/
THE SHEPHERD OF JOPPA YOUTUBE PAGE:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCmWeD2EBpNUqSr1Sl1Qgnhw
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GOOD SHEPHERD WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION
October 2021 Activities Dates:
Thursday, October 14th, 10:00 AM:

Circle Bible Study –
What My Grandmothers Taught Me
(Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus)
Lesson 2: Tamar
All women of the church and friends, please join us in this new
Bible Study!
Even if you cannot attend every lesson, we would love to have
you join us for fellowship, learning, and growing in our faith together. (Bring your lunch.)

Thursday, October 28th, 10:00 AM (4th Thursday
Program): Workshop to assemble 50 Halloween Bags for
the Children’s Center.
We will first complete a few craft projects that will be included
in these gift bags for our children. Please see the Deacon article for more details.
Bring your lunch.
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HALLOWEEN TREAT BAGS
All praise to Thee, my God, this night,
For all the blessings of the light.
Keep me, O keep me, King of kings,
Beneath Thine own almighty wings.”
– From the Hymn by Thomas Ken
The Deacons and the Women’s Association are jointly working on a project to bring
joy and cheer to our pre-school children at the end of October. Since many
celebrations are curtailed due to the pandemic, we decided to make Halloween
Treat Bags for children at Good Shepherd. We have been working behind the scenes
to make items for our bags…easily assembled crafts, a game or two, some small prizes,
a miniature pumpkin, and a few packaged treats will go in these bags.
The treat bags will be decorated and assembled by the Women’s Association on
Thursday, October 28 in the Upper Room at 10:00 a.m. You are invited to come and help
us put these fun items together for our pre-school children, who will receive them at the preschool on Friday, October 29.
If you are so inclined, perhaps you would like to contribute packaged bags of
pepperidge farm fish crackers, pre-packaged Swedish fish, or a small pack of crayons.
We need 50 packages of each item. Our goal is to have about ten light-weight items in
the bags so that children can easily carry home their treasures and work on them at
home and enjoy some small snacks with family and friends. If you are interested in
contributing a food item or crayons as mentioned above, please contact Jane Workman
at msajanew@gmail.com.

GSPC WOMEN’S CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY

Thursday, October 14, 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, in the Upper Room
WHAT MY GRANDMOTHER’S TAUGHT ME
Learning from the Women in Matthew’s Genealogy
LESSON 2: Tamar SCRIPTURE: Genesis 38
MAIN IDEA: Tamar’s story takes us into the world of a powerless but resourceful outsider. Tamar’s actions will be a strong lesson for the patriarch,
Judah, and will contribute to the continuation of the family line that leads to
David and, ultimately, to Jesus.
Bring a picture of a wedding party –
your own or that of a family member or friend.
BRING YOUR LUNCH

SUPPLIES FOR THE CHILDREN’S CENTER – We can always use
donations of tissues, paper towels, and unscented baby wipes. We
also need flashlights for our classrooms!
Additionally, we are collecting recyclables: egg cartons, paper towel
and toilet paper rolls, and small cardboard boxes for our “Do Nothing” machines as part of our curriculum.
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The Deacons would like to thank EVERYONE who participated in & attended the church
service at MARINER POINT PARK on Sunday 12 September. the weather was perfect, the
music, the guitar playing by Pastor Kerry and the sermon were right on target. And the food,
always the food! So many people prepared so many delicious dishes it was as if we had
never eaten before.
God is good all the time...
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REQUESTS FOR OUR PRAYER WARRIORS
Carla Cathcart’s cousin, Louise Marsh, her son & their families,
cousin, Cindy Pelligrino, her sister, Debbie & her new Kitten, Carla’s
friend, Cindy Ragusa; Tiffani Spiker, her family & medical team; Kathy
Young & her medical team; Trista’s Fiancé Ethan & his customer Andrea H.; Pat Howe & her medical team; Norma Webster’s sister,
Orangie, her husband, Spanky & son, Craig Sumpter, Norma & Bill
Webster; Carl & Suzy Phillips (Carl’s rental address: PO Box 2368,
Tarpo Springs, FL 23688); the late Tiffani Spiker, daughter of Carla
Cathcart’s high school classmate & her family; the Bel Air family of the
Late Patti Longridge Hott; Jerry & Elaine Tich; and Kathy Young’s
neighbor’s son, Justin B.
If you or someone you know has a need and you would like to submit a
prayer request, please reach out to our prayer team at:
gsprayers@juno.com

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEACONS

The DEACONS would like everyone to know we have some exciting events scheduled for
October, November, and December. In October we are planning Halloween Gifts Bags for the
Children's Center and will need EVERYONE'S support regarding wrapped candy and
small "Dollar Store" type toys.
In November we are once again planning the THANKSGIVING Turkey Boxes.
And in December we are planning the Holiday Giving Tree. More details coming soon.
Thank you!

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS TO CELEBRATE!
6 Lamie Chiongola

10

14 Bob Barr

9 Tim Morgan

Dave Carey

21 Ricky Ciccotelli

Bennett Shuttlesworth

27 Becky McKemy

The Deacons would like
the church family to know
your important day! If we
do not have yours in our
file, please notify
Kelly Donelson @
410-961-9275
Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, 622 Joppa Farm Road, PO Box 457, Joppa MD 21085
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